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foreign policy had fallen into the hands of officials who had learned
nothing since the days when their cleverness had landed them
in a world war which was the last thing they wanted. Once again
they had committed their favourite fault of risking everything,,
including the reputation of the foreign minister, to win a success
of prestige. Had the world not been in crisis, they might well
have had war once again on their hands, but the world was in
crisis and they only experienced a political defeat of the first
magnitude.
The humiliation had, as will be seen, more serious repercussions
than all the economic difficulties, and it was plain that the govern-
ment would have its work cut out to avert its fall. This was the
sort of position in which Bruening showed at his best. He re-
assured himself of the President's support and refused to let
Curtius resign. On September 27 he even scored a success by
inducing the French, rendered complacent by success, to pay an
official return visit to Berlin. Briand and his prime minister Laval
reached Berlin two days after the unemployment figures had
reached four and a half million, and there was the exquisite
comedy of a love feast. The net results were not very great, but
what the visitors saw began to make an impression. They did
not care very much whether Germany collapsed or not, but they
did see the dangers of a Germany in despair, and they also saw
the possibilities of deriving profit from kindliness. A week before
Britain had thrown her own bombshell into the situation by going
off the gold standard after having formed a national coalition to
maintain it. It was a direct threat to the position of the gold
standard countries and what common sense had failed to do was
accomplished by financial interest; there was what was described
perhaps a little too enthusiastically as a Franco-German rapproche-
ment. There was even an atmosphere created for the one thing
that the chancellor wanted—repudiation in some form or another
of the Young plan—but his financial colleagues were less fortunate;
there was no hope of French credits. It is true they could have
been had on terms, but the terms—an Eastern Locarno and
the renunciation of the Corridor and Silesia—were too high. After
the Austrian fiasco no chancellor could have faced parliament

